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Dear Bob, 


I hope 

I 

I 

becaus 

i 

preface 
bugs. 


this reaches you first thing in the morning. I couldn’t get It off sooner 
j® it was night before I finished up today. By way of a perhaps unnecessary 
» this place is a zaadhouse and a few more days like, today and 1*11 be 
|3o I’ll begin with pleasant news. 


chance 

today. 


11/17/41 


j Eve ryt; ling is set at Treasury. They 111® the idea of' the series and think it 
quite appropriate that such a series begin with taxes because that’s what 
makes (ill this defense possible, etc. etc. My brief conference was was Charles 
Sehwar:!, director of information for the Department. We didn’t have much 


to talk because he had a busy day. Morgaathau had ahectic presB conference 
It took several trips to his office before I got him. I explained briefly 
what you told me over the phone and he thought the idea was a swell break for 
them. He called in his assistant. Stone, and we went over the thing briefly 
and he, too, thought it a good idea. I agreed to ask you to let us know 
in as much detail as you think necessary what you have in mind, we discussed 
pictures, which will be your baby except for copies of forms, etc., but they 
will do whatever they can. I suggested you. might want to take as a photographic 
subject one of the new tax -paying families and they agreed to fix it up for 

take said t-p. family to their office in New York and shoot them sitting 
Ife the Treasury experts getting advice, etc. I am to get together with 
Schwarz and or Stone after hearing from you. When I told them of the plug you 
are giving defense bonds on the cover they were tickled. So everything looks 
good in that corner. 


you to 
down wi| 


The st. mary 1 gave him of your idea is briefly this: The people Who will now 
pay taxes for the first time are reallyhaviag a privelege bestomed upon them, 
etc. They will be striking a direct blow against Hitler, etc. They Should be 
care ft .1 in filling out the forms because they may cheat themselves, and the govt 
doesn't want wbat *s not coming to it, and they may also make unnecessary work 
for the govt by making mistakes, also bad. If they pay too little they'll he 
eau hi and that is also more work &r the govt. 

I tolc. them the deadline for clean copy with pictures was about the 28th. That's 
what you said Friday. Please let me know if there is any change* 

Aaether pleasant thing is what you ar® interested in, the Melftett conference. 

X saw him 2:30 p.m. Armistice Day, a government holiday. After I explained to 
him wbat we ted in mind he said he thought it was a good idea, and a contribution 
to national defense. He said that actually this ms not his province, but that 
he’d be glad to do what he could to help because the idea merited it. He suggestd 
several people 1 might see. I have either seen them er tried without success. ~H1- 
take them up below. He also said that be understood the problem of working so 
far in. advance, and if and when something came up that he though was suitable** 
and he said he had one thing in particular in mlnd-he’ll get in touch with me. 

I didn't ask him what he had in mind because I thoight he'd tell me if I had 
a right to know then. He supplied m with the most recent list of government 
press sections and their heads, a list he had had complied fbr himself, which 
I thought was very nice of him. There were only a few things that didn’t meet 
with his approval. First, he said we couldn't turn this space over to the 
” government" because there is no agency qualified to handle it, etc. 

^tfter these stories begin to appear, he thinks there will he real competition 
among the agencies to get the space. He suggested we send them copies of the 
stories as they come out and let them see how w rthwhile this space can be to 
them. He further said that I should do aL 1 the coordinating between depart- 
ments on this. In other words, Agrciluture stories will ne handled between me 
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aafl Agriculture, and National Defense, for example, will net figure in it. By 
National Defense, of eourse, 1 mean the nat. fief, agencies. 

Hien I explained Mow you said you* a just let them have the spaee for any 
purpose they might like he ( in my opinion) improved on our idea. Be thinks 
we oggiit to expect good stories in return for this valuable space* and that 
as the verjr least the magazine should not suffer for its kindness. Instead 
of a note saying C LICIT was making this space available to the government for 
the duration he recommended that we mabB up a line in which the proper ldenti- 
flcation of the agency or de artment could be inserted with their articles. 

Also, lie said that we couldn’t eay CLICK was giving them carte blanche, or 
not going to exercise any editorial supervision. That would be bad for them, 

$e said, and besides that, he thought in our own interest we ought to exercise 
some supervision. 

He was extremely pleasant and understanding, interested and most encouraging. 

I had siet him before, and I was very happy when he practically remembered it. 

He invited me to keep in touch with him and call upon him for help if I needed 
it, but 1 don’t intend to bother him until the whole thing is completely 
organized, and then I had thought it would be a good idea to check it with him. 
He’s much too busy to bother unnsoessarily. 

There were a few odds and ends of other things that came up that aren't important 
such as how big the circulation, how far in advance we work, etc. 

That’s about the end of the pleasant news. Of yes, there was one other thing 
he said that I thought was very decent. He suggested not too many people know 
about it before the first story in the series comes out because some one else 
might steal the idea. 

ItKKBdxafcB±yxaf±Bzxiszx±Kfeii The next day, which was Wednesday, I tried un- 
successfully to get on touch with both Bob Horton and Bon Straus, chief and 
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assistant chief of the press section of uM. I couldn’t get through to either 

i 

and neither called back. The next day Straus’s secretary called to say he was 
sorry he was too busy to see me. Finally I got through to him Friday, and after 
waitlag for a while saw him about noon Friday. After clearing with Mellett, who 
had suggested getting in touvh with Horton, I spoke to Collyer, who has been 
out contact at oM. You will remember he handled the Harriett Elliott piece 
for us. He wrote a memo to Horton and sent a copy to Straus. Straus hadn’t 
gotten his copy by Friday noon, 2 days late. However, before I saw him Collyer 
spoke to him and reported to me the idea was liked. Collyer told- me everything* 


Bpu-KXf w* aim ami x-opux'vtJu wb i»£Lts iueia waa iiiteu. wiu- me v *• y > 

{£, -0 Az-’M ft) 4 X ^- WytfrtW OAkA far**' cv 'v <n. V AAA/Hf tid). f-ft L.<a~‘?*xVy 

was o'tay, so when I saw the great esd busy man for a few minutes there was, 

/ «r 

apparently, nothing much to talk about . He told b» that "they”, by which I 
take It he meant both himself and Horton and the OM, "Strangely enough, believe 
in a free press" and do not b lieve in eensorshlp. frankly, I can’t tell you 
whfct he meant, unless it was ggsaral disapproval of toe idea he professed to 
approve. We left each other shaking hands, smiling and agreeing we would be 
able to do somethin- worthwhile. I meant all this, and I’m certain Collyer 
did, but evidently he didn’t. Collyer introduce me to a fellow snamed Barach 


Collyer introduce me to a fellow snamed Barach 


who is the private publicity man for the substitutions section {all the sections 
have their own guys), I spoke to him about the substitutions story (the party 
story) and then I took Collyer to lunch where we continued to talk the whole 
thing over and made plans. 

How I’ll skip everything else until today. I’ll comeback to toe other things 
below. Today hen, persuant to previous agreement, I got in touch with CollySr 
he read m an amazing memorandum to him from Straus, This is confidential. Straus 
was very n«sty, to us, to me, and to our baby. Among other things he said there 
was to be no rt exclusive” arraggement with us. Since these stories are not 
news stories, what he meant was, to my way of thinking, there could be no 


promise made that a Month after they gave us whatever they might give, they 
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wouldn't spread the same thing broadcast and take all the point from our 
story,, if not worse. There ms the same old erap about "censorship". There 
was the blunt and unexplained statement we couldn't make pictures of the staff 
conference of all the big shots (he didn't know we weren’t going to use the 
first story we planned), although both Collyer and I both knew Fox was going 
to shoot it. ZxaajaiNEzvzBiixstmiacix&inkxfetBXzoa^^ 


There were other similar things, hut this atamans is a sample, I'm sorry I 
haven’t a copy of this memo. To me it was an outrage. His conclusion was 
insulting, to me. During our brief talk I told him what you said, when the 
question of pictures came up, that you'd rather make your own than use the 
ordinary government pictures. The manner in which I said it was certainly 
no reflection on him or any of his neple. I asked Collyer about this and 
he agj*ees there was nothing in anything I said that was wrong, impolite, 
insinuating, etc. At the same time Straus suggested i might want to talk to 

Bill kelson, the still picture guy down there, I said I'd just as leave wait 

» 

until the first story wsb out because Heleen was a look man. When he took 
this wrong at that time I hastened to assure him that I was casting no reflection 
on Nelson, who 1 knew and had dealt with, who I trusted, etc., but that 
it seemed there might be a chance tfcare he might let it slip out among his 
old friends and coworkers. He then said la understood, and said it was up to 
us. He had no reason to believe otherwise, and when\$lb parted he was very 
pleasant and smiling. But in his memo to Collyer he concluded by saying that 

Wvvy LA 1 Ujkdy^f *“ 


if 1 had any charges to make against Nelson, I certainly didn't convince him, 
and that he, personally, couldn't agree with my "insinuations" . Gollyer 

w 

tells me he immediately called Straus On this and asked him what he meant. He 

** 

told me Straus admitted i had made no charges against Nelson, or anything of 
the sort (the language was very cagey; he actually said that J- hadn’t, but 
used words which said that I had while saying I hadn't, if you know what I 
mean)., Straus said, says Collyer, that his purpose in writing that memo and 
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using ‘these words, was to get himself on p**.» for an vindicated purpose. 

So, Go, l only knows what kind of a messy situation I am in the midst of in that , ' 

hothsd of eonfusioa. The probability is that people are sniping at other people 
ever my head. By this time tomorrow I should know. ,1 tried to get through to 
Straus today but the groat man was too busy, l told his secretary there were 
a few things that had come up I’d like to discuss briefly with him tomorrow, 
and would she please make an appointment and let me know. I didn't tell her 
what things. She promised to call me about 9:30, aid if everything goes okay 
I should see him shortly thereafter and get everything cleared up. I am 

^ ****** 7011,11 W from a® P^nto. /?/ 

Frankly, Bob, this stuff has me sick and disgusted. I neither s«id nor implied 
anything that sourpuss call either call an insinuation or take exception to. I 
can’t tell you why he should pull such stuff. The only time 1 ever spoke to 1 

UrtJ) CTK, 

him w*s before^ our consumer under nat. def. stoiy became the Harriett Elliott 
story. Miss Elliott’s sears**** publicity gal, the gal who wrote the story, 
called him for me and asked him to give me a few samples of the kinds of 
factory conversions necessitated by the defense program, like typewriters into 
machine guns. He was short with me for no reason at that time, and wouldn’t 
give em the dope. Here, too, there was no excuse. He didn’t know me from Adam, 
or 1 him. We never saw each other before Friday. This kind of stuff makes me 

feel^ particularly bad because it is an entirely new experience to me, and 
decidedly unpleasant. 


If the cause is not what I suggested above, somebody going after somebody else 
over me, the only other possibility that suggests itself to me is a dislike Sot 
the aagsjsine, and I can’t see who, or why, should hove my aversion to CUBIC. 

I am confident that everything will be okay by the time 1 have left Straus, but 
it it isn’t, I’m equally confident that it will be not long thereafter. If for 



Stay reason there Is still a hitch after I leave him, I wont do anything before 
I tall: to yon. 

There is nothing else unpleasant* but ther is no spectacular success to 
report. 

last Friday I saw Georgs Lyons, press chief for Civilian Defense. You already 
know about this. Se asked for the copy of CLICK in which you had the civilian 
defense story and I rpeeised to send it to him. This morning 1 mailed him the 
three latest issues and sailed him to tell, him it would be a few days before 
I got that particular issue ( 1 later spoke to you about it) and he said 
that was okay, Se volunteered the information he would speak to Mrs. B. as 
soon as he got this issue. Hence I’d suggest that if you haven’t already 
sent m the copy that you mail it directly him him. Addgess him as Chief, 
Information Division, office of Civilian Defense, Du Pont Circle Apartments, 
Washington, D.C. He was very pleasant in our brief conference. 

1 have con fere d briefly with friends, at the Farm Security Administration and 
there lire several stories they can supply. One that I had never heard of 
before was a sort of group health they are running with 15GB, 000 rural 
families {about 600,000 people) as clients. The ama is with them. The 
citizens in the 900 counties in which this program operates can help defense 
by reporting for examiniation and, if their health is impaired, letting the 
govt patch them up. The idea is similar to that advanced by MR in announcing 
the real health problem revealed in draft rejections. FS also suggests a 
” stop-gap" bousing story, on wbich 1 have no interesting details/ 1 have 
not as yet been able to get together with tbs right guy at Agriculture re: 
the Rickard story* I know the Undersecretary and the Assistant Secretary is 
an old friend, and I’m sure he’ll be glad to help. However, the FSA fellow 
I spoke to is close to the whole bunch. He said he thinks Rickard might do 
a story and supply Ais own pictures on the campaign to which he is devoting 
himself, making America the Feedbag of the Democracy {parallel of Arsenal of 



Democracy idea). Wickard is really working hard on this, going all around -the' 
country making speeches on it and practising what he preaches on his own 
farm. He is, it was pointed out, America’s first farmer Secretary of Ag. 

Since the very first Sec. of Ag. 

These are the stories re: which 1 have spoken to people that at this moment 
look hast. X expect by the end of the week to hay® a much better lineup and 
more information, esp. details, of what has been suggested. Collyer has -I so 
suggested the following: On priee control, by Leon Henderson, to be followed 
at a later date, when the subject will be getting acute and a pressing national 

I 

problem, by a pipe on civilian supply, I haven’t intelligent details now. I 
expect to talk to Henderson press guy, Plummer, within a few days. sg=5he 
War Against Waste, or the story of how the average citizen can help defense 
by salvaging what he would ordinarily throw away, like metals (broken lawnmowers, 
etc.) He also suggests the overament health program, of which I , frankly, 
know nothing and which he didn’t have time to explain to me because I had to 
get to Treasury. Lots of zramdaaant popular heroes and her ines, like Jack 
aempsey and Alice Marble, are in on this some how or another, I realize this 
isn’t an awful lot of information, but t haven t had enough time to get more. 

As soon as I do I’ll write you in detail, I should be able to get a few more 
ideas relating to other agencies within a short while. As soon as I do and if 
everything else is okay, I think we ought to get together. 

Mellett had suggested 1 go to Treasury. As I reported, I did today. They will 
be very glad to get any space they can get. Schwartz is the top guy there. In 
our talk, which was not only brief but uite late, he suggested savings, bonds, 
etc., oculd use such a story. It was here that I told him about the coming 
cover and he said how nice that was. I tojd him you had suggested that I get in 
touch with Callahan and see if there was a story that would humanize the 
campaign. He said -that was a subject on which lots of people down there would 




e 


were concerned about, Evidently your observation duplicates theirs. 1 expect 
to see Callahan as seen as possible. 

Melletl; also: suggested a visit to Senerel Series. A made a date with him for 


3:15 t 
Ms as 


Eds afternoon. I kept it but he didn’t. His secretary referred me te 
list ant. Col. Hurd, to idiom I explained the whole thing. He was very 


nice and quite enthusiastic but had no ideas. Did we? He then sent me to see 
a Col. Fitzgerald, where I went through the whole thing all ever again 
because Co. Hurd had said Fits, wee the boy for me. Fitz allowed as how it was 
all very nice, but my guy was really Co. Wright. By this time I had to rush 
hack to Schwarz, who had had to leave before I got there before. I think I*d 
better take a whole day and set it aside for the Army, of course, there is 
always the chance that Wright is the right guy. 

So, as of this late hour, that is the situation. 

I’m sorry about the lenght of this letter, but I thought I ogght to tell you 
all about everything. 1 hope there is nothing I left out. How I*m going to 
get this down to the airport or station. X hope you can make everything out. 

Sincerely, 


Harold 



